North Dam Mill plans major overhaul

Renovations will include addition of dwellings, retails shops and research center

By Annie Ellis
Staff Writer

Not long after the announcement
that Saco Island LLC would be
developing Cutts Island into a mixed-
used development, Doug Sanford, owner
of the North Dam Mill complex in
Biddeford and president of North Dam
LLC and his development manager,
David Versel, announced during a
presz conference on Friday Oct. 13
their plan to develop Sanford’s complex
into a self-sustaining community
of residential, research, retail and
recreational areas.

Sanford said that he had acquired the

property two years ago but had b
the Biddeford area for 20 years.

“The belief
driving this is
affordability,”
he =said of his
vigsion. “Our
concept is
housing that
would allow
individuals to
build their own
equity in the
space.

Sanford acknowledged

affordability. Our concept

is housing that would allow
individuals to build their own

equity in the space.”
— Doug Sanford

would be parking issues, but said his plan themselves.

eenin  addressed that problem. He remarked
on the close proximity of Amtrak

“The belief driving this is

and shuttle
services,
and said
his future
complex
w o ul d
include
retail,
shopping,
groceries,
and a fitness
area, making

that there the buildings a community in and of

According to Versel, the first phase of
development would begin in Building
18. The building’s first two floors woilld
be retail and commercial, the third floor
would be research and development
(talks have been underway with the
University of New England), providing
a quiet buffer in between the fourth and
fifth floors that would be rezidential.
Eighteen to 25 residential units would
occupy this space, and the pair plan to
take the first phase before the planning
board next month.

Building 17 would be used for offices,
commercial, and artists. Building 15
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